
Secondary Transitions

As spring takes shape in our local communities, schools in
Bluewater District School Board (BWDSB) are capitalizing on
the warmer weather with seasonal activities and event
planning. Elementary schools are busily preparing for year-
end trips and Grade 8 graduation ceremonies, while
commencements for secondary graduates are in the works for
June and the fall. This time of year also signals a full schedule
of nature-themed outdoor field trips. It is an exciting time to be
a student!

For those entering Grade 9 in September, 2023-24 course
calendars and transition information for all nine of our
secondary schools are now available. Elementary schools are
also registering our next generation of young learners to begin
kindergarten. Learn more about kindergarten registration and
secondary transitions in the Quick Links section on the right.  

With the inauguration of our newly elected 2022-26 Board of
Trustees, system level work has begun at the board table and
through our various committees. I look forward to the next four
years, and the chance to work with our constituents to support
the success and well-being of ALL the students in BWDSB.  

Full Steam Ahead to June

TRUSTEE NEWS
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Quick Links

Tracy Lynn Atkinson
Municipality of West Grey
The Town of Hanover

 

Commencement Dates

Kindergarten Registration

Board Meetings

Online Student Registration

Career Opportunities

Contact Me
Please feel free to reach out to me
with your questions or concerns by
calling 519-369-7638 or emailing
tracy-lynn_atkinson@bwdsb.on.ca.

Bus Cancellations

Website: www.bwdsb.on.ca 
@BluewaterDSB on social media:

https://www.facebook.com/BluewaterDSB/
https://twitter.com/BluewaterDSB
https://www.instagram.com/bluewaterdsb/
https://www.youtube.com/@bluewaterdsb
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/spotlight/kindergarten_registration
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/families_community/online_student_registration
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/schools/secondary_transitions
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/families_community/commencement_dates
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/departments/human_resources_services/career_opportunities
https://mybrucegreyschoolbus.ca/Cancellations.aspx
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/about_us/board_meetings
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/schools/secondary_transitions
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/trustees/committees
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/families_community/commencement_dates
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/spotlight/kindergarten_registration
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/about_us/board_meetings
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/families_community/online_student_registration
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/departments/human_resources_services/career_opportunities
mailto:tracy-lynn_atkinson@bwdsb.on.ca
https://mybrucegreyschoolbus.ca/Cancellations.aspx
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/


Budget planning is well underway for 2023-24. To help inform
trustees in setting priorities for the efficient, effective, and equitable
use of board resources, a public consultation survey was conducted
between February 8 and March 8. Thank you to all our stakeholders
who took time to participate and share feedback. Emerging themes
from the survey and the process for the 2023-24 budget will be
shared at upcoming Business Committee of the Whole meetings.

junior kindergarten to Grade 8 Beavercrest Community School replacement in Markdale
Grade 7 to 12 replacement for Kincardine District Senior School 

new stand alone facility with two-room child care centre and two-room EarlyON Child and Family
Centre, Egremont Community School, Holstein
39 spaces (one toddler room, one preschool room), St. Edmunds Public School, Tobermory

Work continues on a number of build projects in BWDSB, including two new replacement schools: 

Ministry of Education funding has also been received for expanded child care at the following schools:

 BP 4705-D “Student Accident Insurance”

Since our new term of office began in
November, the Policy Standing Committee
has met regularly, recommending several
policies to the board for approval.

Board approved December 20, 2022:
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2023-24 Budget

Policy Update 

Community Planning and Partnerships 
Our board's annual Community Planning and Partnerships meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday,
April 25, 2023 as partners from local upper and lower tier municipalities and other organizations join us
to share planning information. This meeting has served as a venue to spark further discussions on
potential opportunities to share unused space in our schools. The public is welcome to join to observe.

Building for the Future 

BP 6850-D “Maltreatment of Staff and/or Students”
BP 7240-D “Employee Psychological Health and Safety Management System (formerly
“Psychological Health and Safety Management”)
BP 1404-D “Dress Code”
BP 1108-D “Code of Conduct -Trustee”
Policy Standing Committee Terms of Reference

Board approved March 21, 2023:

https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Agenda/1.%20Business%20Comm%20Agenda%2010JAN23.pdf
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/about_us/board_meetings
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/departments/financial_services/community_planning_and_partnerships/new_build_beavercrest
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/departments/financial_services/community_planning_and_partnerships/new_build_kdss
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/6.%20Early%20Years%20Capital%20Priorities%20Update%20-%20Egremont%20CS_07FEB23.pdf
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/newsroom/b_w_d_s_b_news/child_care_investment_of__600_000_at_st__edmunds
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/B-2-b%20Policy%20Standing%20Committee%2018OCT22.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/B-2-b%20Policy%20Standing%20Committee%2018OCT22.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/B-2-b%20Policy%20Standing%20Committee%2018OCT22.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/3.%20Community%20Partnerships%20%20Available%20Unused%20Space%202023_07MAR23.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss14.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8166100/File/About%20Us/Board%20Meetings/Reports/B-2-b%20Policy%20Standing%20Committee%20February%2021%202023.pdf


Happy anniversary to the Bluewater Outdoor Education Centre (BOEC),
celebrating 50 years of excellence in experiential learning! Our students
continue to enjoy high quality, curriculum-driven environmental education
experiences on this amazing 320-acre property in Wiarton with its
surrounding UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Follow the BOEC on
Facebook for updates on celebrations to mark this significant milestone. 

Human Resources Services and other department staff
have been out and about attending job fairs, both locally
and outside our region, to meet potential candidates and
promote the many diverse career paths in BWDSB. In
addition to educators, our board is often looking to recruit
in the following areas: information communications
technology, office administration, plant, custodian and
maintenance, human resources, payroll, finance, and
specialized system support in mental health and special
education, among others. BWDSB offers a progressive
career path in an equitable and empowered education
system. Visit and bookmark the link to our current career
opportunities under Quick Links (on page 1).

The Regional Technological Skills Challenge returned for the first time since
2019 as secondary students in trades programs from across Grey-Bruce
competed in the categories of Culinary and Welding on Wednesday, March
8, 2023. Hosted by the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program at the Owen
Sound campus of Georgian College, six BWDSB students secured a chance
to compete at the Skills Ontario Qualifying Competitions in Barrie to be held
in April.  
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50 Years of Outdoor Education Excellence 

The Return of Regional Skills 

$1,000 Scholarship Opportunity
Applications are open for the Public Property Assessment Network
Scholarship offered through the Ontario Public School Boards' Association.
The scholarship is being awarded in the amount of $1,000 to one recipient
who demonstrates strong character, leadership skills, and potential, and
cares deeply about their communities and furthering their own learning. The
deadline for applying is May 19, 2023.  

BWDSB is Recruiting!

https://www.facebook.com/BluewaterOutdoorEducationCentre
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/newsroom/b_w_d_s_b_news/regional_skills_returns
https://www.opsba.org/what-we-do/ppanscholarship/


As part of board-wide recognition of Black History Month 2023 in
BWDSB, students and staff at John Diefenbaker Senior School in
Hanover held a special ceremony with invited guests on Wednesday,
February 8. The first annual student-led event of its kind at the school
included the raising of the Pan-African flag, and a chance to listen to
and learn from the voices of Black students and community members
at large.

JDSS Hosts Pan-African Flag Ceremony

Normanby Community School in Ayton is a fine example of a small
school within BWDSB that has amazing parent and community
support! Members of the School Council have been busy reaching
out to local businesses and organizations in an attempt to raise funds
for a new playground. The generosity and support have been nothing 

At the March 21, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board, trustees
viewed a presentation on the Ontario Student Nutrition Program
(OSNP), and its vital role in supporting student development
through providing the essentials of daily nutrition in schools.

Attending as a special guest was Bev Gateman, who has
served as the local coordinator and leader of the OSNP for
schools in Grey and Bruce counties. The evening was a
bittersweet opportunity to bid farewell and honour Bev as she
retires following many years of dedication to student nutrition. It
was a privilege for me to share a heartfelt message of thanks
and recount my personal experience working with Bev, which
began at Spruce Ridge Community School.

Happy retirement, Bev..... and THANK YOU!!

Normanby Fundraising for New
Playground

Ontario Student Nutrition
Program Still Thriving

$65,000 raised thus far, thanks in part to a recent
$20,000 donation from a local business! One
other notable donation was an amount of $256.06
from a kindergarten student. Instead of birthday
presents, she asked her friends to donate to the
playground fundraiser!

The adjacent poster was drawn by a member of
the Normanby School Council to track the ‘climb’
to $100,000!
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short of amazing with close to 

https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/newsroom/b_w_d_s_b_news/j_d_s_s_hosts_pan-_african_flag_ceremony
https://www.bwdsb.on.ca/newsroom/b_w_d_s_b_news/ontario_student_nutrition_program_still_thriving

